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DEPARTMENT OF POLICE ACCOUNTABILITY 


DPA CASE NO.: 0164-16 


INTERVIEW OF: 

DATE OF INTERVIEW: 09/27/2017 


INV. STONECIPHER: This interview is regarding DPA Case 

number 0164-16. This is Investigator Matt Stonecipher with the 
Department of Police Accountability. I am on the phone with 

Will you please spell your first and last name 

for the record. 

last name I as in 


|, do you understand that I'm 



Do I have your permission to record 


INV. STONECIPHER: 
recording our conversation? 

Yes. 

INV. STONECIPHER: 
this conversation? 

Yes 

INV. STONECIPHER: 


Okay. so yeah, could you just 

talk about the incident that happened back in April, to the 
best..b>ecause I realize that it's been a while. So, if you could 
just talk about what you can remember from, I guess, that day, 
back in April 2016. 

Okay. So, I was sitting at my window, my 
office window, and I...there's always commotion from Shotwell 
Street, but this particular day I heard, "Drop the weapon, drop 
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the weapon." And when I looked out the window, there was two 
police officers standing on the sidewalk. One was holding a 
pistol and one was holding a red shotgun, and when I looked out 
the window, the officer holding the shotgun shot his shotgun. I 
can't remember how many times, but it was shocking to see that. 

I didn't know that a red shotgun was a pellet gun at the time, I 
found out later. 

And after that happened, I see the homeless person from the 
left side, he was, I couldn't..he was not in my direct view, but 
I saw him leap up towards the police officers. It seemed like he 
was in a seated position, because from my view, it seemed like 
he was coming up off the ground, and he had a knife in his hand. 
As he leapt up towards the police officers, that's when the 
officer, holding the pistol, shot him several times. I was 
shocked to see, witness that, and I turned away from the window. 
Then, when I looked back, the homeless person was laying on his 
back, blood coming out of his clothes, and that's what I 
remember. 

INV. STONECIPHER: Okay. Now, just to clarify. 

You work at is that correct? 

INV. STONECIPHER: Okay. And your office is located on 

the second floor. Is that correct? 



INV. STONECIPHER: Okay. Now, let's see if I can 

describe it. Now, I realize you're up on the second floor, but 
how close would you say you were to the whole incident? If you 
had to guess, like in terms of like feet, like how many feet 
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down were you from it? 

Probably...the officer who was holding the 
pistol was probably like—from my window—probably like, I don't 
know, ten feet away from the window. 

INV. STONECIPHER: Okay. 

Maybe? 

INV. STONECIPHER: Okay. Now, as you're looking out the 

window, is there anything obstructing your view? Like was 

there anything in the way, like trees or tree branches or 
anything like that? 

INV. STONECIPHER: So, you had a pretty clear view of 

the whole incident? 

I had a clear view of the officers shooting. 
Like I said, the homeless person was, it seemed like up against 
our building. 

INV. STONECIPHER: Uh-huh. 

Because he was not in my direct view. When I 
saw him was when he started to leap up towards the officers with 
a knife in his hand. 

INV. STONECIPHER: Okay. So again, just to clarify. You 

didn't see what the homeless person was doing before the officer 
shot him with the shotgun. Did you? 

INV. STONECIPHER: Okay. I'm just taking notes right 

now, 

No problem. 

INV. STONECIPHER: Okay. Now, when you say he leapt up, 
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was he, did he walk, was he, was it kind of like a jump or did 
he get up and start walking towards the officers? 

1 did not see feet movement. 

INV. STONECIPHER: Okay. 

That's why to me, he was, it seemed like he 
came from a seated position, because it seemed like as he came 
into my view, he was coming up. 

INV. STONECIPHER: Uh-huh. 

Pm: And leapt towards the officer, with the knife 

in his hand. 

INV. STONECIPHER: Okay. And do you recall how 

the homeless person was holding the knife? 

Uh, yeah. He had the knife, he was holding it 
by the handle, and the knife was pointed towards the officers as 
he came up. 

INV. STONECIPHER: Okay. 

It was not in a stabbing position. He was, it 
was not up to down, it was an upward motion with the knife in 
his hand. 


INV. STONECIPHER: 


And 


I, do you recall where the 


person's body fell? Where it ended up? Like what was it by? Like 
by any landmarks? Like any like street signs or poles or 
anything like that? 

Yeah. He was, it was like close to...there's a, 
I believe, a parking pole sign there. 

INV. STONECIPHER: Uh-huh. 

It was like right in front of that. 

INV. STONECIPHER: Okay. And how far away, if you had to 
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estimate, how far would you say was this person's body from the 


curb? 

His head being closest to the curb was 
probably, maybe two feet, if I had to guess. 

INV. STONECIPHER: Okay. 

Two feet. 

INV. STONECIPHER: Okay. And when the officers, when the 

officer with the handgun shot the homeless person, was he 
stationary or was he moving? 

Stationary. 

INV. STONECIPHER: Okay. Okay. Let's see here. Okay. And 

then, 


|, after the incident happened, after the homeless 
person's body was on the ground, did you see the officers touch 
it at all or move it? 

No. I turned away. 

INV. STONECIPHER: Okay. 

I turned away and then I went back. I turned 
away and went back, because it was just so traumatic. I was in 
shock and I was shaking and crying. 

INV. STONECIPHER: Yeah. 

But no, I don't recall seeing that at the 

time. 

INV. STONECIPHER: Okay. Okay. And the homeless 

person, after he got shot, how did his body fall? Did he fall 

forward, or did he fall backward? 

I didn't see how his body fell. 

INV. STONECIPHER: Okay. And again just to 

clarify. Initially, when the officers approached, you couldn't 
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see how Mister Gongora was reacting to the commands or anything 
like that? 



he was up against the building. Is that how I'm understanding it 
correctly? 



INV. STONECIPHER: Okay. Okay. I don't have any 

additional questions. This interview is concluded. The official 
time is 11:10 a.m. 

END OF DOCUMENT 
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